
MINUTES OF THE GRAFTON AND RADCOT PARISH MEETING 

 The Barn, Lower Farm, Grafton 
By kind permission of Victoria and Tom Richardson 

7pm, Thursday 28th February 

Present: Rob Shimwell, Nicola Shimwell, Alan Gibson, Isobel Gibson, Andy Harris, Martin Davidson, 
Pippa Hitchens, Emma Ergatoudis, David MacFarlane,  

Chair’s welcome 
Rob thanked the meeting for coming and thanked Victoria and Tom Richardson for kindly allowing 
us to use their barn for the meeting.   

Apologies: John Eddolls, Sandra Eddolls, David Carden, Matt Thornton, Sarah Charles, Hamish 
Charles, Tim Curran, Jason Griffiths, Carol Harris, Bettina Sachsen-Weimar-Eisenach, Beatrice 
Sachsen-Weimar-Eisenach, Victoria Richardson 
 
Declarations of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interest 
Andy Harris – tenant. 

Agenda items 

Agree procedures / model for future APMs 

Rob circulated an agenda template that he would like to follow for future (A)PMs (copy attached). 
This was used as a basis to discuss procedures that would take place at future Parish Meetings. 

We have included references to the LGA where possible – not always cited per se in the meeting. 

It was noted that there should continue to be social activities within the Parish, but the Parish 
Meeting was not the way forward to facilitate this. Sue was happy to put together a local WhatsApp 
group for these things and Jason had communicated to the Chairman that he would be happy to 
help coordinate future activities via this group. 

Rob advised that there are certain elements of the way a Parish Meeting is held that are laid down 
by statute and others that are particular to our parish.  There was some scope for us to regulate 
how we wish to operate (LGA 1972 Part111 20 (2)) but only to the extent this does not conflict with 
the legislated parts, which we cannot overrule. It was also noted that a Parish meeting was a 
meeting of the persons on the electoral role, and only those on the electoral role could vote. (LGA 
1972 Part 111 18 (1)). 

 

Alan advised that the peculiarity of a parish meeting was that any subject could be brought up by a 
parishioner and the meeting has the democratic power to vote on any items immediately (as long 
as the issue is not already covered by statutory legislation). Whilst there is a requirement to issue 
notices of the meetings and the intended business, this does not preclude items not pre-advised 
being brought up, but it was felt that it would be courtesy if they were.  

Andy Harris asked if proxy votes could be used at parish meetings.  Alan advised that he did not 
believe there was any legislation that allowed this. The meeting agreed that there were 
complications surrounding the use of proxy votes (specific authority written authority would have 
to be given for specific votes, it could not be a general authority). Alan also pointed out that if any 
issue was such that people thought it should have wider consideration there was always the option 
of calling for a poll. A poll can be called, on any issue, before the end of the meeting, by not less 
than 10 parish electors present at the meeting or 1/3 of those present if less. (LGA 1972 Part 111 17 



(4)). There appeared to be no appetite to specifically vote to allow proxy votes but it  was agreed 
that Rob would ask Keith Butler to confirm that there was no legislation that permitted proxy votes.  

Andy asked who could call a meeting and it was advised that the current Chairman or any 6 persons 
on the electoral role could call a meeting.  

Rob advised that it is a statutory requirement of the Parish to have two meetings per year and the 
APM must be held between 1st March and 1st June (during which time Parish accounts should also 
be submitted). (LGA 1972 Part11 14 (3) and Local Council Annual Return requirements)  

It is a statutory requirement that the Chairman must be elected at the APM and this must be the 
first point on the agenda (LGA 1972 section 15 (2) .  However there are no legislative requirements 
for an RFO or Clerk to be elected. It was noted that up until last year the Parish had chosen to 
nominate and elect both an RFO and Clerk.  As the Parish can regulate its own affairs (where it does 
not conflict with the legislation)  the Parish can  decide how to run elections and which officers it 
wants to have.  Rob suggested that as Grafton and Radcot Parish Meeting had always voted for 
Parish positions it should continue to do so.  Alan also advised that there was no specific legislation 
for any nominations to be advised prior to the meeting and the Parish was obligated to consider not 
only nominations made at the meeting but also people could stand without nomination (i.e. Self-
nominate). There was discussion about whether a Chairman could select himself as RFO and is was 
agreed that in these circumstances the person was welcome to be nominated as RFO, but if the 
Parish had a right to vote on this the decision as to who should be RFO was for the Parish to make 
not the Chairman. The same person could hold more than one position if the Parish voted for the 
same person in two roles. The proposal that we continue to nominate and vote for both an RFO and 
Clerk was put to a vote and the motion was carried at the meeting. Andy asked that Rob checks 
with Keith Butler whether we have the authority to regulate our affairs regarding democratically 
electing the RFO and Clerk.  Rob to contact Keith on this matter but unless any legislation runs 
contrary to this, the result of the vote will stand. 

Discussion followed on the rights of persons who are not on the electoral register.  The current 
legislation on this is that anyone can attend a Parish Meeting.  It was for the Parish to decide what, 
if any role, persons not on the electoral role could play.  It was agreed that Radcot and Grafton 
would by default not allow any person who was not on the electoral role to participate, only 
observe. However, it was also noted that the Parish had the power to invite any person to speak if it 
was thought helpful to the meeting.  

Rob advised that it is the responsibility of the Chairman at the time of the meeting to sign off the 
meeting notes (not the incoming Chairman). 

Discussion followed on the venue for the meetings.  It was reported that Victoria and Tom 
Richardson are happy to continue to allow the Parish to use their barn for meetings.  However Andy  
raised the point that a private property for these meetings might cause some to feel uncomfortable 
to attend under certain circumstances.  There was however contrasted with the cost of hiring a 
public venue for two meetings each year.  The issue was put to the vote and it was carried that we 
would continue to use the Richardsons’ barn (with their kind permission) but that there would be 
no social element attached to these meetings. 

The new ‘template’/format for future (A)PMs was then adopted by the meeting. 

Parish Website options 

Rob reported on his progress with regards a Grafton and Radcot website.  In putting together his 
proposal he had spoken to Dom Potter of Langford Parish website.  A domain name for Grafton and 
Radcot Parish has been purchased for £1.19.  This address will also include three email addresses.  



Going forward it was felt that for ease of continuity and transparency the officers of the parish 
should have generic email addresses, ie. chair@radcotandgraftonparish.org.uk, 
RFO@radcotandgraftonparish.org.uk and clerk@radcotandgraftonparish.org.uk which could then 
be passed on to future officers, with all parish correspondence linked to those accounts.   

Following discussion it was felt that only information that was in the public domain should be listed 
on the website (dates of meetings, agenda, meeting notes, accounts etc) and that the website 
should be static (not allow input from anyone other than the custodian of the website).  A concern 
was raised that the website should not hold any images or photographs as these might be 
offensive/a security risk to some.  Rob advised that the annual cost for the website would be 
£59.88.  Rob agreed to be the custodian of the website. 

The matter of starting a parish website was put to the vote and the motion passed. 

Gigaclear 

Rob asked that anyone signing up for Gigaclear used the scheme for Amazon vouchers so that we 
could potentially use the fund for purchasing a defibrillator. 

AOB 

The matter of speeding through Grafton was raised.  It was reported that the council will not pay 
for speed restrictive measures unless there is a fatal accident but we are able to instigate our own 
measures if they are compliant with Highways.  David McFarlane to forward contact details for 
Peter Handley (County Councillor’s) who has a fund that might be available for issues such as this. 
Rob to contact Mr Handley. 

Rob thanked the meeting for helping with the litter picking.  He reported that a further session 
would be beneficial by the Radcot bridges and asked for volunteers.  Rob to circulate suggested 
dates.  It was agreed that litter picking should become an annual event.  

Andy Harris asked the meeting to investigate the possibility of the council supplying dog poo bins 
on some of the local footpaths. 

 

Meeting ends. 

 

 
 


