
MINUTES OF THE GRAFTON AND RADCOT PARISH MEETING 

 The Barn, Lower Farm, Grafton 
By kind permission of Victoria and Tom Richardson 

8pm, Thursday 23rd May 2019 

Present: Rob Shimwell, Nicola Shimwell, Sue Kirby, Alan Gibson, Isobel Gibson, Andy Harris, Emma 
Ergatoudis, Mike Ergatoudis, Lucinda MacFarlane, Martin Davidson, Bettina Sachsen-Weimar-
Eisenach, Beatrice Sachsen-Weimar-Eisenach, Michaela Bugner, Victoria Richardson, Pippa Hichens 
 
Chair’s welcome 
 
Rob thanked the meeting for attending and thanked Victoria and Tom Richardson for kindly 
allowing us to use their barn for the meeting.   

Rob advised that this meeting constituted the official meeting that the LGA require to be held by 
the end of May 

Apologies: John Eddolls, Sandra Eddolls, David Carden, David McFarlane, Tom and Pippa Freeman, 
Jason Griffiths, John Benson, Tom Richardson, Hamish Charles 
 
Declarations of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interest 
Andy Harris – tenant. 

Agenda items 

Election of Chair, Clerk and RFO 

Bettina nominated and Victoria seconded Rob Shimwell as Chairman. 

Isobel proposed and Nicola seconded Sue Kirby as Clerk 

Victoria proposed and Emma seconded Alan Gibson as RFO 

All candidates stood unopposed and were duly elected 

Minutes of previous meeting and approval 

The meeting confirmed they were happy for The Chairman to sign off the minutes from the 
previous meeting. 

Financial report and approval 

Alan advised that because of the level of finance, Grafton and Radcot Parish’s Financial Report does 
not need to be audited but it does need to be published.  Alan proposed that this is carried out 
through Parishioner’s email and putting it up on the Noticeboard. 

Alan took the meeting through the accounts and advised that he was currently organising (with the 
kind help of Pippa) to have signatories on the account changed to Rob and Sue.  

Andy asked why there was only a nominal value of the Pound at £1 on the accounts for the Parish 
Land.  Alan explained that this was a requirement of the Auditors.  We had to show a nominal value 
simply to record the fact that we owned land, and it was in no way a reflection of its actual value.  

The parish approved the accounts and they were signed off by The Chairman. 

 Other Matters Arising 

Dog Foul Bins 



Rob advised that there were several issues relating to dog bins, the first would be where to locate 
them and the second the cost which would be £230.32 + VAT per bin and a charge of £3.13 + VAT 
for each empty.   

Following discussion it was agreed that, as a first step, signs reminding dog owners to clean up after 
their dogs should be put at all footpath access points in the Parish and the issue reviewed at the 
next meeting.  Rob to speak to landowners for their permission to erect these signs on their land.  
Andy suggested that the council were asked whether there were existing signs available or official 
logos that could be used to endorse these signs.  

Speed Control 

Rob advised that he had been in touch with Cllr Peter Handley with regards speed control.  The 
initial discussions had proved very promising.  Cllr Peter Handley to revert to Rob with regards 
possible funding for a speed control initiative.  Rob to update the Parish once progress has been 
made on this issue. 

Website Progress 

Rob asked the meeting that the Parishioners use the generic emails for correspondence with the 
Chairman, Clerk and RFO. 

Rob advised that the website was being developed. 

Rob asked that the Parish kept him up to date with anyone who was new to the parish or children 
of parishioners who came back so that an up to date record of parishioners could be maintained. 

Rob to check GDPR restraints on Parish communications.  Meeting confirmed that they are happy 
for Rob to email all parishioners asking whether they would like, in future, to be ccd or bccd on 
Parish emails. 

Following discussion it was agreed that the Parish should have a policy on both how the Parish 
communicates to parishioners and also on retaining information / correspondence (GDPR). 

WhatsApp 

Rob asked that those who wanted to be on the WhatsApp to let him know and forward him their 
mobile numbers so that they could be added.  Isobel asked that her sister) be included on the 
Parish WhatsApp as she is often house sitting for them. 
 

Water 

There was general concern with regard the falling water levels in the stream through Grafton, Alan 
asked whether anything could be done to stop water escaping by the sluice gate under the bridge.  
Andy offered to investigate further. 

AOB 

Alan asked whether anyone had suffered equipment damage due to the low voltage outage.  Alan 
advised that it was possible to claim for damages against the electricity provider.  Alan to forward 
contact details to anyone wishing to make a claim.  

Alan asked the meeting if anyone was experiencing issues with connection with Gigaclear.  It would 
appear that of those who wished to switch to Gigaclear only the MacFarlanes, Gibsons and Bensons 
were not yet connected.  The meeting was reminded that all those switching to Gigaclear had the 
opportunity of cashback which could be used to purchase a defibrillator. 



 

Isobel asked that The Eddolls are thanked for cutting the verges into Grafton. 

The next meeting will be beginning of December. 

Meeting ends. 

 

 


